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Welcome to Online Math 0900, Intermediate Algebra.  Please allow me to introduce myself as 

your instructor/facilitator.  My name is Cindy A. Alder.  However, PLEASE, in all your 

correspondence simply call me Cindy.  I grew up in Salt Lake City, UT.  I attended the 

University of Utah for two years and then went on to finish my Bachelor of Science degree in 

Mathematics at Southern Utah University.  In 2008, I completed my Master of Education degree 

with an emphasis in Mathematics at Utah State University.   

I have a wonderful husband of 20 years, and four amazing children (ages 18, 16, 11, and 8).  I 

love watching my children grow up and especially enjoy watching them participate in sports, 

gymnastics, and dance.   

 

I am currently an Assistant Professor of Mathematics at Snow College, where I have been 

teaching for nearly 14 years.  Prior to teaching at Snow College, I taught for 6 years at Wasatch 

Academy, a private boarding school in Mt. Pleasant, UT.  My office is located in Room 107 of 

the Science Building on the Ephraim Campus.  My office telephone number is 435.283.7517.  I 

love teaching Snow College students and look forward to a successful Fall Semester! 

Online courses can offer tremendous opportunities, but online learning is not for everyone.  If 

you have the right qualities to be a successful online student, you will probably find it to be very 

convenient and rewarding alternative to traditional classroom learning.  So, how do you know if 

you have the right qualities?  Ask yourself the following "Questions to Ponder": 

 

 1.  Did I do well in my last mathematics course? 

You should have earned an A or a B in your previous mathematics course and have taken that 

course within the past year.  In that course, you should have been able to understand without 

extra help.  

 2.  Am I comfortable using a computer, the internet, and email? 

You don’t have to be a computer expert by any means, but you should have a good working 

knowledge of computers and certain programs such as a Canvas, a word processor, email, and a 

web browser. 

 3.  Do I have reliable access to the Internet? 

All the computer knowledge in the world won’t help you succeed in online courses if you can’t 

count on your Internet connection.  And since connections can fail at any time, be sure to have a 

back-up plan as well. 
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 4.  Do I frequently check my email and do I know how to open and attach files to an email? 

Email with be the main source of communication in this class.  You need to frequently check 

your email.  You also need to know how to open email attachments and attach files (homework) 

to your email. 

 5.  Do I have the time and energy to commit to online courses? 

Don’t be fooled into thinking that online courses take less time and energy than traditional 

courses on campus, you’ll save time on travel and in the classroom, but you’ll also be spending a 

lot more time online.  You should plan on spending at least 15 to 20 hours per week as a 

minimum on this course. 

 6.  Do I manage time effectively and do I meet deadlines? 

Taking online courses mean that you decide when you will read and learn materials, participate 

in discussions, and study; you must be able to plan your schedule on your own taking into 

account all of your obligations.  You need to be aware of deadlines and you must be able to meet 

those deadlines. 

 7.  Am I comfortable asking for help and more information from instructors and peers? 

Chances are that throughout your online courses, you will come across material that is difficult to 

understand.  You may need to contact your instructor and/or peers on a regular basis, so you 

should be comfortable doing so. 

 8.  Am I a strong reader and enjoy reading text-based learning? 

Although online courses often include visual components as well, for the most part you will be 

learning through reading texts, materials, and email discussions.  

 9.  Do I have self-discipline and motivation? 

While some people need teachers to keep them motivated and on-task, online learners are must 

be able to motivate themselves.  This arrangement can make it possible for you to do your class 

work when it’s most convenient for you.  However, with this increased freedom and flexibility 

comes responsibility.  Without the structure of regular class meetings, it will be up to you to pace 

yourself and keep up with the assignments. 

10.  Am I driven and capable of pushing myself to succeed? 

Your success in online courses is almost entirely up to you and your desire to learn, so you need 

to know how to push yourself to do your very best without having an instructor or fellow 

students in your face to offer motivation. 
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If you answered “NO” to any of the above Questions to Ponder, you should reassess your 

readiness for this online course. 

I hope this course is a useful and enjoyable learning experience for you. Let me know how I can 

help you succeed. 

If you are ready to begin this online course, go to the home page for this course in Canvas and 

click on the Getting Started link. 

Good Luck this Semester, 

 
Cindy Alder 
Assistant Professor of Mathematics 

 
Division of Natural Science and Mathematics 
Snow College 
150 E College Avenue 
Ephraim, UT 84627 
Tel:  435-283-7517 
www.snow.edu/cindy 
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